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leave the house this morning still dirty from the previous night’s cleaning efforts. I
close the door and start walking towards my car in the garage. I tell her I’ll be back

in a second. She looks at me with one of the most adorable but feisty looks I’ve ever
seen. She reaches out and grabs my hand, pulling me back into the house. “Come
on,” she yells. “I wanna go to school.” As she slips her shoes on her feet I tell her,

“Oh, honey, we can’t do that now.” She stands silent and pouts while I put my pants
on. In the garage, I keep my attention on her while I put on my underwear, t-shirt,
and shoes. I grab her hand and make my way downstairs. She listens carefully as I

tell her, “We can go to school, but we have to clean up first.” We go into the
kitchen, hand in hand. The smell of breakfast is coming from the stovetop. The

house is still warm from the sun. I put her to work. She climbs up on the counter
and warms up to the task at hand. I ask, “What do you want for breakfast?”

“Anything is fine with me,” she answers. I remember having a similar conversation
one summer when I was 9 years old and my mother would ask me, “What do you

want for breakfast?” At the time, I was an “everything but broccoli” eater. The idea
of broccoli tasted horrible to me. I’d always say, “Whatever you think is fine.” But,

she would only give me one choice. I learned that morning that broccoli would
never be an option. Today, Isabel is nine years old and asks for almost everything

but broccoli. And, 6d1f23a050
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