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The author of this book, Charles Stross, is an accomplished science fiction writer and a former financial columnist. This is the first of two books in a trilogy dealing with the accelerating restructuring of the global economy as it is
shaped by two institutions: capitalism and computer technology. The Internet Age, the second book, is being published by Tor in December 2007. Early in the book Stross remarks that, â€œThe real point of this book is not to have
a mind-blowing explanation of the economic history of these technological revolutions, but to explain why the thing that happened to technology and economies is happening to us againâ€¦â€�, and he does a good job of making

this point. Technology enables the creation of new ways for people to work, play, or study, so that economies can thrive. In the 20th century corporations have taken over this role. In a technology-driven economy, there is no need
for a corporation to be a company, or even a business, because we can build any organisation any way we want, making use of our (software-based) tools, data, and networks. (See the second principle of this book.) Imagine, if you

will, a world where you could hire a company to improve your credit score, and pay it money at a 20% discount and still be able to borrow money with a lower interest rate. In this world that would be a perfect and fair system. In
the real world, such a thing cannot happen, because a corporation can employ legions of people to do one job, to continuously improve your credit score, and in doing so maximize your interest rate. Corporations are as expensive
as life is cheap. In contrast, consider a collaborative economy where there are no corporations, or jobs at all. Instead, everyone works together, and people can agree to share their skills. Every worker has an employment contract
with the company where they work, but the company is no longer a company. Instead it is an entity designed to support their collaboration. We can see this in the world today, with technology allowing the development of open

source software, collaborative tools, and online marketplaces. In the world of the open source software movement people are actually building software companies, and hiring themselves out as contractors to corporations. In the
world of collaborative tools, companies create open software platforms that can be downloaded for free, and which empower anyone to develop a private application. In the world of the collaborative 6d1f23a050
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