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Tzvi, with his amazing command of the Zohar and Pritzker and Rambam, started his new and
brilliant Yeshiva Torah Vodaath, with Aryeh as the mashpia. While he was there, Aryeh studied

all of the works of these great masters. When Tzvi asked Aryeh why he didnt translate the
whole works of the Gedolim he admired, Aryeh explained that he had learned from Reb Simcha
that there is no point in re-inventing the wheel and shnayim, and that the Kabbalistic system of

taking off the 11 letters from the tetragrammaton in the word Havayah was already widely
published and understood by talmidim. Instead, he turned his attention to the subject of

tzaddikus and tzadikoth, with translations of the classic Jewish mystics, including the Ramchal,
the Maggid of Mezeritch, and Isaac Luria, two volumed volumes. Aryeh also published Shlomo

Alkabetz and Arazel Hildesheims works, and finally he was invited to join the Yeshiva in
London, where he studied for four years. Over the course of nine years, Rabbi Kaplan

translated every page of the full 95-volume work from Ladino into modern Hebrew, and then,
when he was done, he went through all 1,764 pages line by line, bringing the translations up to

date, free of mistakes. With his son-in-law Rabbi Moshe Weiss, he spent another three years
working on arranging his work into volume format, and correcting the text and footnotes. Abby
went on to become one of his most influential students, and the notion of a simple family life

recurs in many of his teachings on Shabbat. In I, Rabbi Kaplan, he wrote, A Yairdaynight
Shabbat is the holiest Shabbat because on that Shabbat, our father gathered our mother, his

sisters, and our brothers and sisters. This Shabbat is for the entire family, for parents and
children, for the whole Torah world. A Yairdaynight Shabbat should be the Shabbat of the

family.
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