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despite the challenges presented by the illicit market, medical and recreational cannabis
presents enormous opportunities and requires specific legal arrangements. for instance,
in exchange for access to the legal, regulated cannabis market, patients can apply for a
voucher, which they then redeem for products produced from the first harvest obtained
from licensed producers. a voucher system is expected to reduce or even eliminate the
likelihood that cannabis users get hold of the illicit market, which is typically low-quality
and expensive. licensed producers are also working towards gaining market access in

the us market. this could present their largest challenge as many us states already have
laws allowing their citizens to possess and/or use cannabis products. however, if canada

can successfully navigate these complex regulatory schemes and market conditions,
there is a very real chance of realizing significant gains in lowering the cost of the
products and the government's tax take. it is time to go beyond the flower and the

concentrate and to develop a cannabis line that truly adds value to the end consumer,
and to establish a great foundation for the future. there is a lot of work and exploration
to be done in the cannabis sector, and it will ultimately require an effective combination

of supply and demand. licenced producers are also investing in research and
development and developing new products. in their first two years of operation, canopy

and tilray doubled their production of quality cannabis and cannabis oil products in
canada. although still a nascent industry, we are already seeing healthy sales and strong
price premiums. this is driven by a combination of high quality products, great branding
and a minimum of product fraud. the adoption of iso quality systems in the cannabis and

cannabis oil sectors will also improve industry confidence and will enhance consumer
confidence in the sector. the pure, natural, low-cost and highly nutritious nature of the
products will also contribute significantly to increased consumer demand, and we can

only imagine the impact that the introduction of cannabis oil-based cbd products would
have. there is no question that the cannabis industry will grow and mature as a direct

consequence of public opinion and legislative changes across north america. the
question is how to best reach that maturity and how to ensure that we succeed in the

long term. it is time to start planning our exit strategy from the illicit market.
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if you are about to publish the draft patent application you plan to file you should be
aware of the status of the application. it is important to avoid publicly releasing a

provisional patent application or a provisional patent specification that will become a
final patent application, because this may invalidate the existing provisional patent

application. when a patent application is pending, the other party may file a request to
cancel the patent applications and/or to create a divided or withdrawn application, in

order to prevent the patent from being granted. one of the most common patent
oppositions is a distinction of novelty (even if the claims cover only a small part of the
claimed invention); this is a challenge that can be avoided with a thorough research of

the state of the art and with a sound strategy for the presentation of the invention.
another very common type of patent opposition involves prior art or inventor's

knowledge, and once again a sound strategy for avoiding this type of opposition is a
must for patentability. the right location for claiming an invention, the right business

conditions, the right person in the company and the right timing of the invention may all
play an important role in deciding what type of form of opposition will be raised and how

that will be handled. meanwhile, the canadian patent office has been modernizing the
application forms and procedures to improve the efficiency of the process and to reduce

the possibility of human error. to further ensure the integrity of its patent application
filings, canada is now conducting a retrospective review of applications in which there
was a deficiency or defect in the filing of supplementary information. as part of that

activity, the office also intends to undertake an audit of the validity of claims based on
the review process. 5ec8ef588b
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